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PRIVATE MEMBER'S STATEMENT 

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Electricity; Sale of Public Assets 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (2.39 pm): It really shows the mindlessness of some members 
opposite when we hear contributions like the one we just heard on electricity from the member for 
Kallangur. I have a lot of concerns about the energy policies being promulgated by this government. 
Not only will they potentially destroy power security and electricity security for Queensland; they will 
also destroy the job security of the members of the union that the member for Kallangur represented. 
The renewable energy policies being promulgated by the government are definitely going to be of great 
concern to many people in my electorate, especially primary producers. They remember another 
premier in this place called Premier Beattie who, around 10 years ago, declared that through his 
deregulation of the retail energy market electricity would become cheaper. I can tell members: electricity 
has not become cheaper for our farmers. In fact, it has become a massive issue in terms of maintaining 
competitiveness for our primary producers in the Beaudesert electorate and the Fassifern Valley. 

All they have seen from this government and the people who were in office before this 
government in the Labor Party are increasing costs placed on the electricity sector by those members 
opposite through the letter written by Andrew Fraser, when he was treasurer, to the Australian Energy 
Regulator asking for network charges to go through the roof. We know who paid for that: every person 
in Queensland and every farmer in Queensland, many of whom cannot afford some days now to irrigate 
their crops because of the network charges placed on them by Andrew Fraser, Anna Bligh and half of 
the members siting opposite who were in cabinet at that time. I am worried about the renewable energy 
policies being put out at the moment, because we have seen this all before and our farmers have seen 
this all before. The only thing we have ever seen from Labor is increased electricity charges through 
every policy it makes in relation to that sector. 

In the last couple of weeks we have also had the government break its promise about selling 
assets. I am especially concerned that some of the land held by the government in my electorate will 
be sold off as part of that program. There is land set aside at Jimboomba for a new state school. 
Jimboomba State School is a very large school and eventually it may be that that land will need to be 
utilised. Who knows whether that land will be on the chopping block now for disposal by this 
government, which has raided every hollow log it can and now it is going after state owned land? Despite 
its promise to the people of Queensland at the last election that it was not going to sell assets, now it is 
selling school land. People in my electorate will be very worried about that. Who knows what is next? 
Will it proceed with more outsourcing of services at places like Beaudesert— 
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